
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of DIGS Meeting, Tuesday 16th July 2019 at
Dorset Wildlife Trust, Brooklands Farm, Forston


	Present: Andy Bradley, Jeremy Cranmer, Ian Hacker, Alan Holiday, Kelvin Huff, Charles Jackson, David Price, Paul Ramsden, Geoff Rowland, Roger Snelgrove.


	1.
	Apologies for absence: Rhiannon Rogers, Jo Thomas, Pat Snelgrove, Niall Simpson, Geoff Pettifer.

	2.
	Minutes of last meeting (28.5.19) and matters arising:
The minutes were accepted as a true record.
Matters arising:
None

	3.
	Financial update: The current DIGS account balances are as follows:
 
Lloyds £111.72
 
Nationwide £3358.08
Outgoings included £10 (GCUK renewal), £111.72 (insurance) and cost of DIGS promotional leaflet. Accounts are now ready for the AGM and don’t require auditing.


	4. 
	Recent happenings: 

a) The Kimmeridge FT for visitor centre volunteers 2.6.19 led by Alan went well though Alan hasn’t received a thanks acknowledgement.
b) Madeira visit by AH 6th-13th June. The island has very interesting igneous geology and is highly recommended.
c)  Curry Fund meeting 14.6.19. Alan raised the topic of geological trails. The GA have this in hand under Diana Clements and details are on the website. Details of DGAG and DIGS trails will go to her so they can be promoted. https://geologistsassociation.org.uk/geotrails-building-stones-walks/#9
d) The DGAG FT to Dartmoor was cancelled owing to illness and will be rescheduled. 
e) GCUK meeting 21.6.19. Alan was unable to attend owing to illness.
f) Green Party litter pick, Weymouth 29.6.19. Alan, as the sole attendee, collected 2 bags of rubbish.
g) Lyme Regis DGAG FT 4.7.19 led by Geoff Townson. An excellent trip to Pinhay Bay and the Cobb.
h) Alan gave a resume of progress on the new West Bay coastal defences and has contacted Whiteball Quarry (Budleigh Salterton Pebble Beds) to arrange a field-trip. Further details on West Bay: 

https://news.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/2019/06/06/west-bay-sea-defences-did-you-know-2/

i) Wessex OUGS field trip to Abbotsbury 7.7.19 led by Kelvin Huff. A successful, well-attended trip.






	5.
	Sites and conservation:
a) Robert Fraser of Portesham Farm sought advice for locating a new borehole. Following an unproductive first drill it was decided the borehole needs to be located further north (i.e. north of the Abbotsbury fault into the Chalk)
b) Roger gave an update on conservation at Wanderwell. Two rock extension projects are underway in July involving the clearance of vegetation and soil to expose the Forest Marble surface plus the creation of a terrace on the east side. Geoff P. has built new steps and Geoff R. a retaining wall, both using Forest Marble. Roger has had a positive response from Russell Gough of Dorset Countryside praising DIGS for their efforts. Lastly, Roger has continued with clearance on the lime kiln area, path and tramway tracks.
c) Rodwell Cutting – update from Geoff P. Clearance work has continued and a DIGS sign will be placed close to the exposure. The Friends of Rodwell Trail are aiming for LNR and Green Flag status for the whole of the trail.
d) Red Lane: a successful session on 17.6.19 has left this site in a good state though there is scope for further work to clear the exposure.
e) Roger gave an update on Holt Farm following the session on 1.7.19. The main and subsidiary faces now look very clean following moss removal and the rest of the site has been brush and hand-cut. Alternative parking had to be found as there were cows in the field.
f) Update on Crookhill Brick Pit. Natural England have advised we need to contact Dorset Council regarding access permissions. Alan will contact Tara Williams to seek advice on the necessary application forms with the aim of using the August-September window for a visit.
g) The latest Geo-Heritage magazine has been circulated and includes a report on the Upwey Cutting filming last September. 
h) The Swanworth liaison meeting on Thursday 11th July was worthwhile and included a site tour. An extension to quarry on the north side is planned and permission for this is currently awaited. Post-extraction, a good succession through the Portland -Purbeck sequence will be exposed, although Jeremy suggested an information board will be needed.
i) Programme for the next two months:
· Rockpit Farm on 19th July. An information panel is planned, for which Alan has done the necessary research.
· Further work at Poxwell on the lime kiln is planned for 25th July. General clearance will also be needed as the vegetation is very high currently. Geoff R. suggested that there may be some support from Jill Hearing (Ridgeway Project)
· An OUGS Upwey Cutting FT on Graphic Logging is scheduled for Sunday 11th August. A clearance session is therefore planned on 5th August.
· A session at Red Lane is planned for 23rd August.
· Paul and Roger will arrange a date to visit Lime Kiln Crags at Abbotsbury.


	6. 
	Future Events:
a) Jurassic Coast Trust walk, 20th July, led by Geoff R. from Moonfleet Manor.
https://jurassiccoast.org/news-events/events/ 
b) Green Party litter pick Weymouth 28.7.19.
c) Purbeck Fossil Fayre and Roadshow, Square and Compass : 27th and 28th July. Assistance offered so far by Geoff R., Hilarie Lewis, Hilary Barton, Kelvin Huff. More volunteers needed! Alan has heard nothing from Charlie Newman.
https://indorset.com/events/fossil-fayre-roadshow/ 
d) OUGS field-trip to Upwey Cutting Graphic Logging. Sunday 11th August with Fiona Hyden. 
e) DGAG field trip to Portishead with Alan, Saturday 17th August. Sign up with Alan or Kelvin. 
f) Southampton Fossil and Mineral Fair, Lyndhurst, Saturday 7th September. Helpers needed please.
g) Black Country Geology Society visit to Dorset 13th-15th September. Leaders needed please.
h) Joint OUGS/DIGS event, 20th October at West Hill Chalk Pit, Corfe Castle, followed by a geological trail around Corfe.
N.B. Please be advised that Alan may not be available for some events owing to his impending surgery.


	10.
	Any other business: 
a) Volunteer Awards, nomination for DIGS for 2019. Wednesday 30th October 6-9pm at the Dorford Centre. Four representatives are needed.
b) New councils and Local Geological Sites (raised by Jo Thomas). Following local government reorganisation there may be a need to re-establish the LGS with the new councils. Alan will speak to Jo and discuss what we need to do.
c) Clare Platten (Countryside Ranger, Hardy Cottage) has approached Alan to ask for help organising a geological walk in Thorncombe Woods

Meeting closed 8.35 p.m. 

	
	        Date of next meeting: AGM Tuesday 10th September, 7p.m.


 

