
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of DIGS Meeting, Tuesday 28th May 2019 at
Dorset Wildlife Trust, Brooklands Farm, Forston


	Present: Pete Bath, Jeremy Cranmer, Ian Hacker, Alan Holiday, Kelvin Huff, Charles Jackson, Geoff Pettifer, David Price, Paul Ramsden, Rhiannon Rogers, Geoff Rowland, Pat and Roger Snelgrove.

	1.
	Apologies for absence: Andy Bradley, Jeremy Cranmer Jo Thomas, Richard Hallett, Niall Simpson.

	2.
	Minutes of last meeting (19.3.19) and matters arising:
The minutes were accepted as a true record.
Matters arising:
6d) Regarding possible development at Todber, Alan has had no response to his letter of 25th March. No planning application has yet been submitted. It was suggested we request a date to carry out conservation work if there are no objections.

	3.
	Financial update: The DIGS account balances as at 29th May are as follows:
 
Lloyds £533.87
 
Nationwide £3358.08


	4. 
	Recent happenings: 
a) The DGAG Purbeck field trip 23.3.19 had gone well, including a visit to Lander’s Quarry and a geological walk led by Alan.
b) The GA Morocco field-trip 29th March – 7th April was attended by Alan and Kelvin. A variety of sites were visited and we were rewarded with interesting geology, fantastic scenery and variable weather! (and expensive fosssils)
c) The Beach Clean on 27-28th April. The 27th was cancelled, owing to poor windy weather. Alan did some work on the 28th at Chesil Cove, which looks much cleaner now than previously. Interestingly, Ken Sawyer’s 1970’s photos show a lot of rubbish there after storms so it is not just a contemporary problem.
d) The DGAG FT to South Wales 3 - 6.5.19 was very successful. 
e) We missed the Lyme Regis Fossil Fair 4-5.5.19 as a result but Ramues reported this year’s organisation was poor and some venues poorly let. Geoff R. also felt it was quiet. The Fair seems to lack financial support from the local business community.
f) The new doline on Bronkham Hill is well worth seeing. Dimensions 8m.X 7m. and 6 m. deep.
g) Alan gave a resume of the new West Bay coastal defences. Further details on https://news.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/2019/05/14/west-bay-sea-defences-did-you-know/ 
h) Portesham Quarry: the exposure has been extended as Mr. Fraser needed stone to repair a farm track damaged by a rainstorm. Two Titanites ammonites are now exposed where the talus has been removed. (shhhh!)


	5.
	The origin of DIGS. Jo Thomas was thanked for her helpful summary, which will be uploaded to the website. Alan will enquire if Chalk can be included.


	6. 
	Continuation of the Ridgeway Project
The Project ended in Autumn 2018 but Geoff R. reported some money may be available from the National Landscape Enhancement Initiative.  Such money is available to offset the visual impact of pylons but may be used for projects such as dry-stone walling in sight of the pylons! Alan is keen for DIGS to make a field-trip contribution and a paper on the Ridgeway’s geology has been uploaded to the DIGS website. 

	7. 
	Website development: We need to confirm options for the longer-term management (transfer to new domain/hosting?). Geoff R. will liaise with Gillian Gunner. He currently has admin. rights but not sole control. The likely cost will be c.£5 per month. Links to GeoWeek and the Earth Science Centre in Somerset have been added to the website.

	8.
	Sites and conservation:
a) Portesham 17.4.19. Conservation work has been carried out on the faces, lime-kiln and log. See also item 4h)
b) Rodwell Cutting 29.4.19. This session was primarily mud-clearing!     Geoff P. reported some minor vandalism and was thanked for his sterling work.
c) Vallis Vale update, 9.5.19 GeoWeek. A team of 6 DIGS volunteers attended but disappointingly, no-one from the Somerset group. Jonathan Larwood has thanked DIGS for their contribution.
d) Kingbarrow 16.5.19. There was a successful session on the western and north-east sections. Through a web contact form Dan Sherren and John Harte have expressed and interest in future sessions, which will include talus removal. No feedback as yet received from DWT, who are being re-organised.
e) Update on Crookhill Brick Pit – there was no further news. Getting a window is proving difficult but we hope to clear paths in September and the exposures in March 2020.
f) Update on Todber: Letter to Bartlett Contractors. (see under Matters Arising)
g) Swanworth liaison meeting with Suttles, Thursday 11th July 5 p.m. Alan explained that his on-going medical condition may require surgery, resulting in a period of recovery which effectively would side-line him from events. A representative from DIGS will attend the meeting.
h) Update on Wanderwell. (Roger Snelgrove).  The first session on 2nd. May saw the south exposure cleared of debris plus ivy clearance between the south and east exposures. The base of the south exposure has been lowered and the site is in a good condition. Another session is planned for 31st May. Russell Gough from Dorset Countryside has finally been in touch to agree the work. The north side near the path is now completely clear as a result of the winter programme as well as the south section of the west slope.
i) Programme for the next two months. 
· Red Lane: general clearance of the face on 17th June.
· Tarrant Rawston: John Scott reports that some work is required, but not urgently. One hour of careful strimming should do.
· Holt Farm: 1st July
· Poxwell: work on the lime kiln arranged for 25th July.
· Rockpit Farm: Roger will look at possible dates and arrange a time.


	9. 
	Future Events:
a) DGAG field-trip to Dartmoor with Alan, Thursday 20th June. Sign up with Alan or Kelvin.
b) DGAG field-trip to Lyme Regis with Geoff Townson, Thursday 4th July. Sign up with Alan or Kelvin.
c) OUGS field-trip to Abbotsbury with Kelvin Huff, Sunday 7th July.
d) OUGS field-trip to Upwey Cutting Graphic Logging. Sunday 11th August with Fiona Hyden. Conservation work is needed beforehand but only when the kidney vetch has seeded.
e) DGAG field trip to Portishead with Alan Saturday 17th August. Sign up with Alan or Kelvin. Kelvin mentioned a new field guide: “Geological Sites of the Bristol Region”, which has a section on Portishead.
f) Southampton Fossil and Mineral Fair, Lyndhurst, Saturday 7th September. Helpers needed please.
g) Black Country Geology Society visit to Dorset 13th-15th September. Helpers needed please.
h) Jurassic Coast Trust walks and events. Please see their website.


	10.
	Any other business: 
a) Graffiti remover: Alan will liaise with Jeremy to purchase a suitable product.
b) Alan has submitted a nomination for DIGS in the 2019 Volunteer Awards. 
c) Roger mentioned that visit to the Hardown Hill adit planned for early June will be re-arranged when he can establish a date with Nick tarrier. He will then circulate those interested.
d) DGAG lecture dates for 2019-20 have been circulated and will be posted on the DGAG website.

Meeting closed 8.40 p.m. 

	
	        Date of next meeting: Tuesday 16th at 7.00 p.m.


 

