DIGS Ordinary Meeting

Thursday 23rd September 2021 19.30-20.30.

Present:	Alan Holiday, Geoff Rowland, Giles Watts, Geoff Pettifer, Ian Hacker, Pat Snelgrove, Roger Snelgrove, Richard Hallett, Andy Bradley, Paul Ramsden, Rhiannon Rogers.

1. Apologies for absence: Jo Thomas, Kelvin Huff, David Price, Jeremy Cranmer

1. Minutes of last meeting (8th June 2021) and matters arising. 

· Portesham Quarry. RS visited quarry. GR has been working with the owner and NHS on dry stone walling – which is proving to be an excellent habitat for lizards and slow worms. AH visited the quarry today. A farmer complained about the litter, irregular parking and BBQs/picnics but explained we had permission from Robert Fraser for our conservation work. Alan mentioned that GR had fixed the stile (although more work is required).

· Trill Quarry. RS mentioned conservation work at the Trill Quarry where Fullers Earth Rock (FE) was mined. RS noted the conservation work was complete and the site is very accessible. RS was also very interested in other exposures of FE. RS noted that he has found FE in Bradford Abbas Church walls. Sherborne Quarry has small stack of FE rock for conservation work and Sherborne Old Castle is built on the FE outcrop. Bob Chandler (et al.) has recently published an article in the Dorchester Natural History and Archaeological Society (DNHAS) proceedings about a temporary exposure of FE within Trill Quarry.

· Site Classification. Richard Hallett mentioned two sites, Corfe Castle Westhill Chalk pit and Crook Hill brick pit in Chickerell which are of geological interest but not classified as Local Geological Sites (LGSs). However, it was noted that Crook Hill brick pit is an SSSI which is a higher classification than LGS. At the same time, two sites are classified as LGSs but need to be declassified because of lack of access. This includes Sturminster Newton railway cutting and Silton Manor Farm.
Action: Geoff Rowland to look into the paperwork required to classify and declassify LGSs and to modify our website as appropriate.

1. Financial update:
· The Lloyds Bank account has funds of £3525.17. All funds are now in one account following the closure of the Nationwide account.
· There was no opportunity to generate income during the COVID lockdown

1. Recent happenings: 
· DGAG Field trip to Vale of Wardour 10-06-21
· DGAG Field trip to Portishead 26-06-21.
· Lyme Regis Fossil Festival on line 10-07-21.
· Swanworth Quarry open evening 15-07-21. AH attended the Swanworth quarry open event which included a good walk around the site. The operator is currently seeking planning permission to extend northwards to access new stone otherwise the quarry will close. Unfortunately, this is a very slow process. AH met several people from the local community and an ecologist looking after conservation and development of flora on reclaimed areas.
· Visit by Dr Thomas Gernon and an MSc student to Red Lane & Blind Lane 20-07-21 linked to research on long term cycles in geological processes.
· DGAG fieldtrip to Sherborne Quarries 14-08-21. GR reported the trip was excellent.
· Dorchester Museum Climate Change event 28-08-21. The Dorchester Museum open day was not a great success. The displays were very good but some families did not turn up and others included very small children who ended up painting and drawing. 
· DGAG fieldtrip to the Black Country 03 to 05-09-21. IH went on this excellent fieldtrip with a very knowledgeable leader. The hotel was good but one night there was a riot outside and the police were called (but not due to DIGS members !)


5.  Sites and conservation:
· Abbotsbury Red Lane 14-06-21. Red Lane is in good condition. The Upper part is very overgrown and needs attention. 
· Hardown Hill 17-06-21. PR had a good clear-out but there is a lot of new vegetation so needs more work in Oct/Nov. RS handed over the National Trust contact at Hardown Hill to PR. John Sibthorope, the head ranger, is aware of the change and has been provided with new mobile numbers. After handing over, PR replaced the registration marker which was damaged.
· Kingbarrow 06-07-21. Kingbarrow clean-up went very well. DIGS looks after the site and keeps the vegetation under control so flora can develop. As a result, there is now a good display of pyramidal orchids.
· Crack Lane 22-07-21. Crack Lane conservation work similarly went very well and again a good flora was apparent following our work. Further work needed in the autumn to help flora.
· Poxwell 11-08-21. AH was at Poxwell this afternoon and reported it to be in good condition. GR went there with his brush cutter. The farmer had been clearing and the access was good. However, there is a 1ft deep trench near access gate with pipes. The lime kiln in need of some TLC. We need to go back to Poxwell in the autumn and improve the situation.

6. Sites and Conservation Program for the next two months.

· Rodwell cutting. Need to trim back ivy from the main exposures including the bed with Myophorella. At the moment, the cutting is closed because of a gas leak ! GR suggests Thursday 21st October (he is only free on Thursdays). GR will make sure AH is forewarned. 
· Poxwell. Monday 11th October GP and AH to attend.
· Hardown Hill. Conservation work to be put off until November.
· Red Lane. Tuesday 28th Sep. GR can do brush cutting beforehand. AB to accompany. GR to let AH know the date so he can contact the landowner. Car parking was very full today and needs to be less congested or else it will be difficult.
· Upwey Cutting. Nov 1st
· Kingston Maurward Chalk Pit. Thursday 7th Oct. No problem with access now the nesting season is over. David Cotterell, farm manager at Kingston Maurward College could possibly organise some students to get involved and clear the site. 
· Crack Lane. October 19th. GR and AB. Need to improve clearing by the Eastern outcrop for the geology and the ecology of the site. Need to get rid of old grass and shrubs which can be done manually.

7. Any other business:

Wanderwell. RS reported that, at the end of August, Jim Basker from the Bothenhampton parish council sent an email about the forward plan. Transfer of ownership of Nature Reserve from Dorset Council to Bridport Town Council has still not happened. So, no work can take place yet. Bridport will appoint a parish councillor to keep an eye on the reserve which will include the Wanderwell quarry. A resident has agreed to repair the entrance gates. Jim asked about DIGS activities, the proposed information panel and asked for details of the plastic coating over lime kiln. RS replied to Jim on 1st Sep. He expressed surprise that the transfer had not taken place and told him about the work in 2020, the dry stone walling, info panels and clearing. Annual winter clearance did not take place hence the state of the site has deteriorated. However, RS said we would be happy to carry out vegetation clearance this September. A permanent cover for Lime Kiln is required which Dorset Council promised, but failed, to do in 2017. So, it will have to be done by Bridport TC instead. Jim Basker acknowledged the email and revealed that failure to transfer the land was kept a close secret. No date is available yet and there was some speculation that Dorset Council does not actually own the land. Jim Basker is retiring and will hand over to Edward Berry chair of parish council. It was suggested that we should leave the site for the moment to see if there is any further movement of the outcrop over the winter. We can then look again in early spring, assess the situation and work out a plan of what is possible. 

Jurassic Coast Team. Richard Edmonds has circulated a document about potential missuse of public funds by the Jurassic Coast Team. The team appears to have been completely ineffective during Covid and are accused of borrowing volunteers from other groups to justify their costs. The Seaton Centre has lost £0.5million and is now closed. 

Bincleaves. Geoff Pettifer reported that at Bincleaves there is now a public exposure of the Bincleaves gritstone for the first time in 20 years. The area is an old Qinetiq (defence) site at the end of Newton’s Cove which is now being converted to a luxury housing estate. 

Old Castle Road development. The developer has acquired the housing plot next door and is now reusing the boulders onto his site for toe-slope protection against land slip. The semi-natural coastal slope has been lost including any geological information. Sam Scriven wrote a report about it.

AONB Pylons. Most of the large electricity pylons across the southern Dorset AONB are being removed in a £87m contract to update the cables and put them underground. This includes huge earthworks which have uncovered an unprecedented geological section across the county. This ought to be properly logged.

8. Date of next meeting
· Tuesday 9th November. Venue to be confirmed but will probably be by zoom.

