
	Minutes of DIGS Meeting, Tuesday 8th June 2021 at
Home via Zoom 


	Present: Andy Bradley, Ian Hacker, Richard Hallett, Alan Holiday, Kelvin Huff, Geoff Pettifer, David Price, Paul Ramsden, Rhiannon Rogers, Geoff Rowland, Roger Snelgrove, Giles Watts


	1.
	Apologies for absence: Pat Snelgrove, Jo Thomas.


	2.
	Minutes of last meeting (13.04.21) Minutes accepted as a true record. 
Matters arising:
The Portesham visit is in hand. Geoff R. will circulate a date, likely to be a Friday.
4d) Lyn Cooch is still employed by DC as Project Officer, nitrate mitigation and compensation.
6a) Alan has contacted David Dickson and made him aware of the Wanderwell landslip.

	3.
	Financial update: 
Rhiannon has transferred the Nationwide balance to Lloyds which now stands at £3526.17. Online banking is now possible and Rhiannon will take this process forward.
 

	4. 
	Recent happenings: 
a) The BNSS Zoom talk by Alan 20.4.21, on coastal management issues went very well and a copy of the talk is available from him.
b) The Weymouth Town Trail with DGAG on 25.4.21 was very successful.
c) Developments at Trill Quarry, Thornford on 11.5.21. Alan visited the site with Ellie Phillips and arranged the recent conservation session the Fullers Earth facies here is very different to that on the coast. It was suggested that Natural England are contacted to see if they wish us to carry out further work. Geoff R. offered to add extra information on this SSSI to the website.
d) The DGAG Dartmoor field trip 22.5.21 went very well, albeit after a thorough drenching at Hay Tor!
e) Enquiry from Dr Tom Gernon, Southampton University about Abbotsbury Red Lane to further his research – a date is tba here, to include the Blind Lane exposure.
f) Input from members:
· Paul reported a large amount of material at the recent Seatown landslip has now been removed by the sea.
· Richard pointed out the October 6th, 2022 is World Geodiversity Day and wondered if we might stage a public engagement event.
· Geoff P. reported further cracks appearing on the seaward side of Sandsfoot Castle and wondered if any remedial work might compromise the exposure. Obviously, there could be a conflict of interests here.



	 
	

	5.
	Sites and conservation:
a) Wanderwell 17.4.21. There is a substantial landslip covering part of the face and removal of the debris slope would likely result in more mass movement. Luckily, not all of the exposure is obscured. There is a need to maintain access to the site, though we need to agree that work with David Dickson first.
b) Further clearance was carried out at Rodwell Cutting on 26.4.21. Further work will be required in September. Meanwhile, Geoff P. is considering an information board for the site.
c) At Holt Farm Quarry on 30.4.21. there was interest from local resident David Nabarro, who plans to turn it into a nature reserve. Future work here will depend on us liaising with him before we start.
d) The work at Todber on 4.5.21 has left the site in good condition. The team also looked at Bird’s Quarry and were dismayed to find dumped cars there. Although the exposure is okay, the future of the site is uncertain and there is a need to monitor any planned developments.
e) Hardown Hill 2.6.21 and 3.6.21. Following a lapse in communications, Roger is now in touch with the new NT Ranger and has obtained outline consent for conservation work subject to a Risk Assessment and the production of our insurance policy. Roger has provided a working relationship document. The work carried out in early June was to maintain access in and around the information board plus clearance on the western exposure. 17th June is the proposed date for further work on both the east and west exposures.
f) Work has also been carried out at Evershot Pit, with good results.


	6. 
	Programme for the next two months
a) Kingbarrow Quarry. Work is needed on the overgrown access path and was scheduled for Tuesday 6th July at 10.30.
b) Red Lane, Monday 14th June at 10.30.
c) Crack Lane, Thursday 22nd. July at 10.30.
d) Queen’s Ground Quarry. Alan will check the access here on the 15th July.
e) Rodwell Cutting: late September.

	7.
	Future Events
Difficult to predict as Covid 19 restrictions continue to a degree.
(a) DGAG field trip to Vale of Wardour 10.6.21.
(b) Thorncombe Wood walk for DCC (AH/Clare Platten) 21.6.21.
(c) DGAG Portishead FT 26.6.21.
(d) Saturday 10th July: Undercliffs walk (GR)
(e) Swanworth Quarry open evening 5pm 15.7.21.



	8.
  
	Richard Hallett: 
· Richard followed an online course arranged by the Scottish Geology Trust. Richard reported back on this series of sessions, which were very useful. See document attached (Geoconservation Monitoring). Weblink: https://www.scottishgeologytrust.org/geoconservation-in-scotland-course/
· Discussion then moved on to the Green Book and LGS listings. Rhiannon commented that there is further information available in the DERC files in addition to that in the Green Book. (Presumably these are the designation records)
· Richard then raised several questions for consideration. See below for these plus Richard’scomments in italics:

A. These sites have website entry but are not designated as LGS’.
· Corfe Castle West Hill chalk pit
· Crookhill Brick Pit, Chickerell
Should they be designated?
A. Seems they should be designated and will need a LGS site no. once adopted. That will be work in progress.
 B. Sturminster Newton railway cutting
It does have an LGS site no., a DIGS website and a Green Book entry that states “Historical interest only, nothing can be seen” and the DERC records state “Privately owned and now heavily overgrown”.
Retain or abandon?
A. This is no longer a valid site and should be removed as a LGS from central records, ?DERC.
 C. Following in the Green Book, they do not have a LGS site no. nor website entry.
· Cripplestyle sand pit (Green Book amendment states “Not accessible”)
· Grexy Cross river banks (only recorded in the Green Book, no other records)
Retain or abandon?
A. These were never designated LGS sites and will be abandoned by DIGS.
 D. Following will be removed, they do not have a LGS site no. nor website entry.
· Silton Manor Farm (Green Book amendment states “Designation cancelled; pit infilled”)
· Sturminster Newton chapel (Green Book amendment states “Site sold for redevelopment, not accessible”)
A. These were never designated LGS sites and will be abandoned by DIGS.
 E. Leaves 60 sites – Do we have formal designation records?
A. There are further records in the files. That will leave us with 62 DIGS sites, of which 60 have so far been adopted as LGS.

Alan has site designation documents from 2008-2011. These now need updating, using the Site Condition Monitoring Forms (see 3 documents attached). It was suggested that this can be done at the conservation visits.



	9.
	A.O.B. 
None

	10.
	Date of next meeting and A.G.M.: 21st September, 2021 starting at 7pm.

Meeting closed 8.30 p.m.



 

