
	Minutes of DIGS Meeting, Tuesday 13th April 2021 at
Home via Zoom 


	Present: Jeremy Cranmer, Ian Hacker, Richard Hallett, Alan Holiday, Kelvin Huff, Geoff Pettifer, David Price, Paul Ramsden, Rhiannon Rogers, Geoff Rowland, Roger Snelgrove, Giles Watts


	1.
	Apologies for absence: Pat Snelgrove, Jo Thomas.


	2.
	Minutes of last meeting (17.11.20) Minutes accepted as a true record. 
Matters arising:
The Portesham visit was postponed. Geoff R. will re-schedule.

	3.
	Financial update: 
Nationwide £3363.11 (still awaiting access arrangements from the Bank
Lloyds        £157.43 
Geoff R. reimbursed for website costs. Little income generated recently. 
Alan has DIGS Walks leaflets available for sale and sought suggestions for sales venues. Suggestions include Jurassic Coast Trust, Tourist Offices, Swanage Railway, Etches Museum, Durlston CP, Ramblers Association (DP) 

	4. 
	Recent happenings: 
a) Richard Edmond’s recent lecture paper will be sourced by Alan and circulated.
b) The recent RGS lecture by Anjana Khatwa is available to view online.
c) Wessex Water Site at Yeovil: nothing further to report but Alan will organise a site visit.
d) Lyn Cooch has left Crookhill to take up a new post.


	5. 
	Death of Charles Jackson
Charles passed away in January at the age of 93 after a short illness. Charles made a very valuable contribution to DIGS, DGAG and Wessex OUGS and will be fondly remembered. A memorial event is planned for the future.


	6.
	Sites and Conservation:
a) Wanderwell: Roger gave an update on the Bothenhampton NR management Plan and reported that much of what DIGS had proposed has been included, including the extension of the Wanderwell LGS. Some issues remain unresolved however including:
· the area covered by the LGS
· the division of labour between DIGS and Bridport Town Council
· maintenance of dry-stone walls
· financing of the lime kiln cover
· structural survey of the lime kiln
A draft memorandum of understanding has been produced and is to be discussed. However, Alan has heard nothing further from David Dickson regarding the MP and either he or Roger will chase this up by email or telephone. 
No work has taken place here since Sept. 2020, although Roger noted a landslip at the southern end after Xmas. On a subsequent visit in March, he noted a substantial landslip has covered some of the southern exposure and central area, plus walling and steps. A site visit was arranged for 17th April at 11.00 a.m. to discuss remedial work.
b) Rockpit Farm: Richard reported that the site is generally in good condition with some undergrowth on the southern edge. No further work is needed at present.
c) Crack Lane: Further work is required following the December 2020 session.
d) Rhiannon reported that the faces at Tarrant Rawston are clear, although rubbish has been dumped at the access point. There is no immediate need for further work. Alan had visited several sites recently including Poxwell, Red Lane and the Upwey Cutting. All are currently in good order.
e) Rodwell Cutting: work here is currently limited by bird-nesting. A boulder needs re-positioning into the water course. GP, AH and DP will make a site visit to determine the work required on 26th April, 10.30 a.m. Meet at the Dripping Well.
f) Hardown Hill: The NT are just resuming conservation activity. The new contact Leo Henry Lock. Paul Ramsden is to take overall charge of the site for DIGS now.


	6. 
	Programme for the next two months
a) Quarr Lane: Geoff R. has been monitoring the site. He will do a further check before reporting back to arrange a date for any future session.
b) Evershot Pit: Geoff R. will check on its condition and report back.
c) Todber: A session was arranged for the old DCC site for 4th May at 10.30 a.m. Rhiannon will check if any planning permissions have been sought for the nearby concrete depot site.

	7.
	Future Events
Difficult to predict as Covid 19 restrictions continue to a degree.
· BNSS Zoom talk by Alan, 20th April 7.30 on coastal management issues. 
· Weymouth Town Trail with DGAG Sunday 25th April.
· Dartmoor field trip with DGAG 22nd May
· Great Dorset Beach Clean 29 & 30th May. Also, SAS event.
· Possible Thorncombe Wood walk for DCC (Clare Platten) 10th May or 21st June. (AH) 
· Undercliff and Fleet walks planned (GR)

	8.
	Website update
No further news.

	
	


	9.
	A.O.B. 
a) Richard had circulated LGS listings prior to the meeting and sought LGS site numbers. Some sites currently lack site numbers including the Upwey Cutting. Rhiannon agreed to enquire at DERC. Glebe Hill Chalk Pit at Corfe may need to be removed from the listings since it is inaccessible and contacting the owners has proved difficult.


	10.
	Date of next meeting: 8th June, 2021 starting at 7pm.

Meeting closed 8.15 p.m.



 

